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MESSAGE OF FRANK R. GOODING 
GOVERNOR OF IDAHO. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives . 

In obedience to the will of the people of this great 
commonwealth which makes it my duty to address you 
at this’time, I have the honor to submit for your con- 
sideration, my message. 

We have met here for a common purpose, and I feel 
that I can say, with the same thought, the same ambi- 
tion, the advancement and upbuilding of our great 
State. 

As chosen servants of the people we hold in our 
keeping that which is dear to them—Idaho’s good 
name and the welfare of all her citizens. 

In assuming the duties of our respective offices, we 
have accepted the greatest responsibilines that can be 
conferred upon us, and there is no higher honor than 
to be entrusted with the direction of the affairs of a 
great State. 

For myself, I feel that I would be unmindful if I did 
not at this time, through you, thank the people of 
Idaho for the great honor they have conferred upon 
‘me in electing me as their chief executive, and in tak- 
ing upon myself the responsibilities of this office, I do 
so with a determination of giving it my best thought 
and greatest energy, determined at all times to do my 
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best to protect the interests of all our people, hoping 
and trusting that an all wise Providence, who shapes 
the destinies of men and of Nations, will guide and 
direct me in the duties I shall be called upon to fulfill. 

We are standing in the dawn of a new century. 
With the morning beams ıt has brought the greatest 
age of prosperity this country has ever known. Let 
us so shape the affairs of our State that we may reap 
our full share of this period of advancement that 
promises so much for the development of the mighty 
west. 

It was my privilege and pleasure during the cam- 
paign to pass through every. county in our State, and 
I was impressed with the richness of its soil; its great 
mineral resources and almost unlimited tracts of the 
finest timber that can be found in any place in the 
world. Idaho has within its borders all the elements 
for the making of one of the grandest States of the 
Union, but much depends upon our action how rapid 
this development shall be. We are still in our con- 
structive period, laying the foundation of a great State. 
Let us so build that those of future generations, as well 
as the people of today, will reap a benefit from our 
every act. You are confronted with a period of devel- 
opment unparallaled in the history of our State. 
Already 505,153 acres of land under the Carey act has 
been set aside for settlement, with contracts calling 
for the completion of dams and canals to furnish water 
for these lands in from two to five years. Settlement 
of these lands is rapidly taking place. The general 
government is doing much for the development of 
Idaho. Over 2,000,000 acres have been withdrawn 
from settlement looking to its reclamation. Contracts 
for the completion of dams, and canals to convey water 
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to 140,000 acres of these lands have been let and 
already the work has begun. Practically all of these 
lands have been located by homesteaders and it is safe 
to predict that Southern Idaho will in the next five 
years practically double its acreage of land under irri- 
gation. Ka 

Northern Idaho also promises great development for 
the future. Each year sees new fields added to its 
great wheat belt. Its magnificent forests will soon 
furnish employment for thousands of our citizens, 
yielding a revenue that will mean much’ for the devel- 
opment of that great portion of our State. 

In looking to the welfare of our public institutions, 
it will be wise for you to. consider the demands that 
will necessarily be made upon them by the increase in 
our population in the next two years, which promises 
to far exceed all records of the past. A careful review 
of the reports of these institutions will convince you, 
T am sure, that most of them are already crowded far 
beyond their capacity. More cspecially 1s this true of 
the Capitol building, the Penitentiary, the Soldiers’ 
Home and the Insane Asylum. In dealing with all 
State institutions, I am confident that you will do so 
along lines of broad business principles, that in the 
long run will mean economy for the people, and nike 
these institutions what they should be—the pride of 
the State. With economy the watchword, in legisla- 
ting for these institutions, some thought should he 
given to the future. 

To me, over Idaho’s future greatness there hangs 
but one shadow, and that 1s the lack of proper com- 
munication between the northern and southern por- 
tions of our State. Patiently have our people waited 
for years for the building of a north and south rail- 
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road that would give us an opportunity to enjoy com- 
mercial relationship with one another, and a better 
opportunity to reach all of our public institutions that 
mean so much for the development of our State. It is 
admitted by all that the building of a north and south 
railroad is fraught with great difficulties that will be 
expensive to overcome, and there is danger that unless 
aid can be given to the construction of this great 
public highway, it will be delayed for a number of 
years. The building of a north and south railroad 
means so much for better relationship between the 
north and the south and the development of the inte- 
rior of our great commonwealth, that in my judgment 
you are warranted in giving the people of Idaho an 
opportunity to amend the Constitution, so that they 
can give this great public necessity such encourage- 
ment as is thought best after a careful consideration of 
the question has been given. 


SOLDIERS’ HOME. 


This institution should be all that its name implies. 
While Idaho has a right to feel proud of the splendid 
efforts it has made in this direction, yet if you will 
visit this institution and look it over carefully, as I 
did a short time ago, which I hope you will do, in a 
body, at as early a date as possible, you will be con- 
vinced that much can be done to make the Home more 
comfortable for the old soldiers. This institution, like 
others in our State, is crowded far beyond its capacity, 
and it will be necessary for you to provide for its 
enlargement, also for better hospital accommodations. 
The general government has dealt kindly with the 
Home, giving it a magnificent endowment of 50,000 
acres of land, besides paying $100 per annum toward 
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the maintenance of each of its occupants. In my judg- 
ment enough of the moneys derived from the sales of 
lands granted by the government for the support of 
the Soldiers’ Home should be used to make it a model 
institution, providing it with all the comforts and 
necessaries for the welfare of the old veterans who 
answered to their country’s call in its darkest hour. 
At the best, their time on earth is short. Each year 
will find them a greater care, and that their last home 
on earth may be pleasant and cheerful, let us look well 
to their comfort. Since this institution was founded 
another class of veterans has been formed; those of 
the Spanish War of 1898. Idaho volunteers played a 
conspicuous part in the battles of this war, and I 
advise that the law be so amended as to extend the 
privileges of-the Home to all honorably discharged, 
disabled soldiers who were mustered into the Idaho 
tegiment for service in that war. 


THE INSANE ASYLUM. 


This institution will demand of you more than usual 
consideration. Idaho has always been kind to this 
institution, but it has now reached a period in its 
development that calls for your most careful consid- 
eration and best judgment. It was my pleasure to 
visit our Insane Asylum a short time ago and I concur 
fully with the report and recomméndations of the 
Board of Directors and the Medical Superintendent. 
A careful study of the reports of the officers of the 
Insane Asylum will convince you that you must decide 
on one of two things—either the enlargement of the 
institution at Blackfoot or the building of a new one 
in some other portion of the State. After giving this 
subject careful consideration, I am of the opinion that 
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the best interest of all will be served by the location 
of an Asylum some where in the northern part of the 
State. 

In the last two years $2,347.52 has been paid out for 
the transportation of patients from the five northern 
counties to the Asylum. With an Asylum located in 
the north much of this amount would be saved. This 
item of expense will naturally increase with the 
growth of these counties, but of course this would only 
go a small way to offset the increase of expense in the 
maintenance of two Asylums. However, in dealing 
with this question I am sure that economy, which I 
recommend, will not be your only consideration, but 
that the best interests of these most unfortunate peo- 
ple, from whom the light of reason has passed, 
together with consideration for their friends and rela- 
tives who are placed at such great disadvantage in 
visiting them at the Asylum at Blackfoot, will guide 
and direct you in the settlement of this question. I 
call your attention to the reference in the report of 
the officers of the Asylum relating to feeble minded 
children. Humanity, justice and the interests of 
society demand that the State shall make some pro- 
vision for their care. Whether it be by creating a 
separate ward or division in this Asylum, or by a 
separate institution, or by contract with an institution 
in another State are matters of detail which you should 
decide. I hope some provision will be made at this 
session for these unfortunates. 
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_«: : PENITENTIARY. . . E 

A visit to- this institution will convince sou of: the 
pressing. needs of improvements at our Penitentiary. 
There, you will see the uncompleted cell house started 
nearly six years ago by Warden John Hailey,.whase 
wisdom foresaw the needs of this institution. Later, 
I will subrhit to you: for your ‘consideration ‘a careful 
estimate, for the completion of this structure. That 

-this building myst be completed in the nent two years, 
there can be no question. 

An. appropriation of $20,000 -was Tk ey the last 
legislature for the construction.of a canal from a point 
twelve miles up, the Boise Riyer to the Penitentiary, for 
irripation.and power purposes. For some reason, this 
work has been delayed: I shall make a careful investi- 
gation at once of the cause of this delay and adyise 
you later in the session. If the obstacles are not found 
to be too serioús, “the $20,000 ‘apptopriated two years 
ago should be left intact for this work, and. prompt 
action will be taken looking to its. completion, 

. Another important .question .that .should . receive 
your, careful consideration, is that of. finding employ- 
.ment for, the convicts. I know.of,no good reason why 
they should be kept in enforced idleness-by the State, 
and the goad citizens of Idaho asked to work for their 
support. ‚The health and the morals of the convicts 
demand that some employment be furnished, them. 
The report of this institution shows that,93 out of 167 
ammates are.under the age of. 30 and that, 54 of this 
number are,under the age, of 25.. There is still a chance 
[for improvement in the character of men of this, age 
and, an, effort, should. be made. for their betterment. 
_The first-step in this direction, must be steady employ- 
ment of the mind and body,-and I sincerels D-pe that 
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you will lay the foundation for this great advance- 
ment, that means so much for these unfortunate peo- 
ple, besides making this institution practically self 
supporting, relieving the people of the State of a great 
burden. 


INDUSTRIAL REFORM SCHOOL. 


The last session of the legislature passed a law for 
the establishment of the Idaho Industrial Reform 
School to be located at St. Anthony, carrying with it 
an appropriation of $50,000. A farm of 200 acres has 
been purchased one mile north of St. Anthony and a 
splendid building erected and equipped. The school 
is now ready to be opened for the care of dependent, 
delinquent and neglected children, as provided in the 
act creating the institution. 


JUVENILE COURTS. 


Idaho is now ready to take up the great work of 
improvement for her wayward boys and girls. 

I am much impressed with the good that has been 
accomplished in other States by the establishment of 
juvenile courts, in cities, for the purpose of dealing 
with youthful offenders. The splendid results from 
these courts have attracted the attention of the whole 
world. More especially can this be said of Judge 
Lindsey’s court in Denver and Judge Mack’s in Chi- 
cago. While in Chicago recently I spent a day in 
Judge Mack’s court, and I believe it to be the greatest 
work that has ever been done for the improvement of 
dependent, delinquent and neglected children. I 
expect to be able to place on your desks at an early 
date a booklet on the juvenile court of Denver, This 
will give you an insight into what is being accom- 
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plished by this court. I hope to see Idaho follow the 
lead of many of her sister states in this great work 
ior humanity. 


EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS. 

At the head of these institutions stands the Univer- 
sity at Moscow. A little more than twelve years has 
passed since its doors were opened. In that short 
space of time it has made a remarkable growth and is 
today all that its name implies—a University. It 
should, however, be our aim and ambition to advance 
its standard higher and higher until its’ stands a monu- 
ment of educational fame to fair Idaho. 

The normal schools at Lewiston and Albion, to- 
gether with the Academy at Pocatello, have reached a 
high standard. In dealing with our educational insti- 
tutions, let us be as liberal as the conditions of our 
State treasury will warrant, 


a 
STATE LAND DEPARTMENT. 

I wish especially to call your attention to the report 
ot the Secretary of the State Land Board. A careful 
consideration of the enormous increase of business in 
this department during the last two years, will, I am 
sure, impress you with the importance of this office 
and the need of better laws for the administration of 
its affairs. To me, the report of the Land Board dis- 
closes an alarming condition. It is evident that this 
department at its beginning, was not started along the 
lines of broad business principles that are so essential 
to success. That there must be a reorganization of 
this department is accepted by all those who have 
taken part in the administration of its affairs. 

In the last two years practically $1,500,000 of busi- 
ness has been transacted, besides the selection of 


12. 


135,263 acres of land, representing a'ininimum value. 
of $1,352,630, together with an appraisement óf 125,626 
acres of grazing and agricultural lands. While these 
figures are enormous, still a careful. estimate shows 
that the business of this department will practically 
double in the next two years. Even then, its business 
will only have made a beginning. o; ; 

When we stop to consider that sooner or later, 
transactions for 3,668,080 acres of land, representing 
a minimum value of $36,668,800 must pass through this 
department and the investment of this enormous fund, 
together with the supervision of 1,000,000 acres of 
land that has been given the State under the provisions 
of the Carey act must be provided for, together with. 
the selection of aur State lands and timber, their ap- 
praisement and sale, the importance of the Land, 
Department must be apparent to all, At the head of 
the clerical force of this department stands *the chief 
clerk, Hè is expected to supetvise all the outside 
work of the Land Department, besides having charge 
of the office. This is impossible, and I would recom- 
mend that the law be so amended as to provide that 
the Chief Clerk, to be selected by the State Land’ 
Board, be Secretary of the Board, and that the Board 
be given authority to appoint a State Land Agent to’ 
have in charge the business outside the office duties. 
' Today there is nearly a million and a half dollars 
in value of securities held by the Land Board, yet not 
a dollar of bonds is given by any officer or employe 
for their safe keeping. I suggest that these Secutities 
be deposited for safe keeping with the State Treasurer 
and if it be thought best, the amount of his bond be 
increased. In importance, this department stands at 
the head of all others in the State, for in its keeping 
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it holds the heritage of the public: institutions. : -Itis 
for’ ‘you™to'' plate: this ~departnient- - On avhigher and 
broader -plane' that ‘will efiable it- to protect the inter 
ests ‘of these mo eutiornis; ee - > 
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' “TIMBER: 

” The timber’ questiòn, beyond’ a‘doubt; is the hardest 
problem the ‘State has to déal with. That mistakes 
have been made i in the handling of our timber in the 
past, there is no ‘question in the minds of all those who 
are familiar with this question. ‘After giving this sub- 
ject some thought and learning what is done by other 
States for the protection of their timber, I am of the 
opinion that a radical change should be made ın the 
manner ‘of disposing of our forests. It ıs said that our 
lorests will reproduce themselves as fast, if not faster, 
than those of | any other State in the Union. We should 
take advantage of this fortunate ‘condition and throw 
such safeguards around our timber ‘and timbef lands 
as will perpetuate our forests for all time. Minnesota 
has followed this idea in dealing With her timber lands 
that belong to the schools, and already three crops of 
timber have been sold from the same lands, bringing 
in millions of dollars to the school fund. Colorado 
also has a recent law providing: for the preservation 
of her forests from waste and from fires, and providing 
a ‘way to dispose of tle- timber of proper age, and 
reserving to! the State ‘thé rerhnainder:* I recommend 
this feature of the law of'Colorado as worthy of your 
coiisideration. In thé protection of -our timbér-we 
algo protect the Water shéds, which-are of such’ vital 
ittiportance to Idaho. Much can be said’on this im- 
portant Subject, ‘but I have’ neither time- nor space to 
say ‘more. “shalt be glad’ to co operat “with you in 
your deliberatioris on this subject: - l 
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I am reliably informed that some of the lumber 
companies, or their successors, who purchased large 
tracts of timber from the State three or four years 
ago, under a contract to remove it from the land in 
twenty years, will ask you to pass a law at this session 
giving them twenty years more time for the removal. 
ut this timber. Up to the present time very little or 
nothing has been done to comply with the contract. 
Careful investigation of this question will disclose 
the fact that this timber was sold at a very low price, 
and that twenty years is ample time in which to 
remove it. It is also said that a large part of the land 
on which this timber stands, is among the best agri- 
cultural land in the northern part of the State and will 
make splendid homes as soon as it is available for 
settlement. I know of no reason why this extension 
should be granted. In my judgment, any extension, or 
encouragement for an extension at any time in the 
future, would be a crime against the best interests 
of our State. If this question is presented for your 
consideration, I am satisfied that after careful investi- 
gation of the matter you will fully agree with me in 
this conclusion. 


_ HORTICULTURE. 


Horticulture is one of the four great industries of 
our State and will, I am sure, receive careful attention 
from you. Idaho fruit products have already made a 
record that we have a right to be proud of, and, that 
this record may be maintained, let us look well to its 
needs. I wish, especially, to call your attention to the 
report of Dr. Ustick, President of the Horticultural 
- Board. Much credit is due to the Board for their 
splendid efforts in the interest of this great industry. 


MINING. 
Next to agriculture, the mining industry is the 
largest in our State, bringing in a revenue each year 


of more than $21,000,000. In all legislation affecting 
this industry I would advise care and caution in your 
deliberations. 


IRRIGATION. 


This question in southern Idaho overshadows all 
others. Every citizen in this part of our State is inter- 
ested in a proper solution of this problem. In dealing 
with this subject you will do well to carefully consider| 
the report of the former State Engineer, Mr. Wayne. 
Darlington, who is a first class engineer and a practical 
irrigator of wide experience, enabling him to make 
valuable recommendations, found in his report. 

The irrigation bill passed two years ago seems to 
have given general satisfaction, yet its practical a, pli- 
cation has disclosed some points of weakness that 
will call for your careful consideration. Under the 
present law permitting water to be appropriated for 
power purposes,’ valuable power and dam sites are 
tied up for a long time. Instances have come to my 
knowledge where the same person has located several 
stich water rights thereby securing control of the 
dam and power sites, evidently for speculative pur- 
poses and not for immediate development. I would 
recommend that the present law be amended so that 
in the future, before permits can be granted for divert- 
ing water for large power and irrigation plants, a good 
and sufficient bond be executed by the State for the 
faithful completion of the proposed works, and requir- 
ing work to begin within six months from date of 
location and to be prosecuted steadily until the works 
shall be completed. 
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It is very unfortunate that that portion of the irriga- 
tion bill passed twa years ago providing for the sum- 
mary adjudication of water rights, was unconstitu- 
tional.. This is to be regretted, for the prompt adjudi- 
cation of the. water rights of this State is of yital im- 
portance to a settlement of this question. In fact, it is 
the very foundation an which the administration of 
the law relating to water tights must rest. It. will 
therefore be necessary for a law to be passed providing 
for a simple, speedy and economical adjudication of all 
the water rights in our State. This step can not be 
dispensed with. Delay only means greater complica- 
tions and greater difficulties for all concerned when 
the final settlement must come. ; 

Another important feature is that of making final 
proofs on water rights after the present water rights 
shall have been adjudicated. When these two ques- 
tions are properly settled, with a few amendments to 
the present law, I see no reason why the chain of title 
to water rights shauld not be as simple and as perfect 
as that to our lands. 

With this accomplished, Idaho will have an irriga- 
tion system of which we will all have a right to be 
proud, 


BUREAU OF IMMIGRATION. 


This is one of the most important departments and 
upon it depends largely the direction of a good, class 
of citizens toward our State, Idaho taday, can boast 
of as high a standard of citizenship as any State. in 
the Union. Much depends on this. department: to 
maintain this standard. Nineteen hundred and five 
will be an important year in the history of Idaho. 
This department should be in a position to take advan- 
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tage of the golden opportunity that will be offered by 
the Lewis and Clark Exposition which will bring 
thousands of visitors from the East through our State. 
The appropriation made for this office two years ago 
is not enough to do the work that is mapped out for 
that department by our statutes and I would recom- 
ment that the appropriation be increased $5.000 for 
the next two years. You will find the report of the 
Immigration Commissioner very interesting and con- 
taining valuable information. It should be reac with 
a great deal of care. ` 


LIVE STOCK. 


The stock interest, as a whole, is one of the largest 
industries in our State, producing in value each year 
fully $10,000,000, yet up to this time, we have had no 
laws for the protection of horses, cattle and swine 
from contagious diseases. In the last few years a dis- 
ease known as mange has spread very rapidly among 
our horses and cattle and unless something is done to 
eradicate it, there is danger of great loss to our caitle 
and horse interests. I am in receipt of letters ‘froin 
some of our sister States calling my attention to the 
rapid spread of this disease and the condition of some 
of the horses and cattle shipped into their States from 
Idaho, and they threaten to quarantine against our 
live stock, unless a radical improvement is made in 
the near future. We have passed laws creating the 
office of Sheep Inspector and an effort has been made 
to suppress the disease known as scab among sheep. 
While a great deal has been done to keep this dis- 
ease in control, yet not so much has been accomplished 
as was hoped. After a careful consideration of this 
question, I am forced to the conclusion that the best 


18 


interests of the great live stock industry of Idaho, as 
well as economy, demands that the law creating the 
office of Sheep Inspector be repealed and the office of 
State Veterinarian created, with control over all con- 
tagious diseases among domestic animals. 


MILITIA. 


Our militia should be encouraged. Idaho made a 
record in the Spanish-American war that we all have 
a right to be proud of. We were the first State in the 
Union to fill our quota and report ready for duty. 
Our National Guard was largely responsible for this 
good record, yet we have done very little toward the 
encouragement of this splendid organization. There 
are no more patriotic young men in any State in the 
Union than we have here in Idaho, and the work that 
has already been accomplished by this department on 
the small appropriation of $1,000 per annum, is evi- 
dence that if we give our militia proper encouragement 
we will soon have an organization that will be the 
pride of the State. For further information on this 
subject, I would respectfully call your attention to 
the report of the Adjutant General under whose able 
management so much has been accomplished. 


LEWIS AND CLARK EXPOSITION. 


Two years ago the legislature made an appropria- 
tion of $25,000 to defray the expenses of our exhibit at 
the St. Louis Exposition. While this appropriation 
was much smaller than that made by any other west- 
ern State, still a remarkable showing was made for the 
State, when the amount of the appropriation is taken 
into consideration, and great credit is due to all those 
who had charge of this work. 
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By this same act $10,000 was appropriated for the 
Lewis and Clark Exposition that will open in Port- 
land, Ore., early in June of this year. Anything that 
is worth doing, is worth doing well and $10,000 will 
not be enough for Idaho to make the grand showing 
that we should at this exposition. The Lewis and 
Clark Exposition will practically be a western exhibit, 
and those visiting Portland from the east, will I pre- 
dict, pay special attention to the showing made by 
each western State. What rank Idaho will take among 
the western States in the estimation of visitors will 
.depend largely on the showing at this great contest. 
I would recommend that an additional $10,000 be ap- 
propriated for this exhibit, which I am satisfied, owing 
to the nearness of Portland to Idaho, will enable us 
to make a first class showing. I would also advise 
that the salary of the Commissioner be raised so as 
to enable him to give all his time to this work. Under 
the present salary he cannot afford to do so. In this 
friendly contest of western States that will take place 
at Portland, which in my judgment is the light in 
which we should look at it, all should give their full 
attention and greatest efforts to make Idaho first in 
this great exposition. 


TRAVELING AUDITOR—BANK EXAMINER. 


I wish particularly to call your attention to that 
part of the report of the State Auditor which sets 
forth so fully the need for a traveling accountant. 

After a careful consideration of the amount of work 
in the State Insurance Office, I see no good reason 
why the duties of such an accountant could not be 
handled by that officer. There is also a demand all 
over our state for a statute controlling state banks 
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and for a State Bank Examiner. As there are only 
a few State banks at this time, I see no reason why 
the duties of Bank Examiner cannot also be done by 
the State Insurance Commissioner, whose duties nec- 
essarily take him all over the State. The insurance 
department returns a large revenue to the State and 
I am satisfied that with an appropriation sufficient 
to provide the necessary clerical force, all the work of 
these departments could be performed by one officer. 
In case of an increase of duties, as suggested, an 
increase of salary to the Commissioner would doubt- 
fess be advisable. 


INTEREST ON FARM LOANS. 


Our statute provides that the rate of interest on 
school moneys loaned on farms shall be 7 per cent, and 
that the amount loaned on improved farms shall not 
exceed one-third of their actual value without the 
improvements. With the statute strictly complied 
with there can be no better class of securities than 
such loans, and I see no good reason why the farmer 
who is asked to give such security is not entitled to as 
favorable a rate of interest as other State loans, which 
is usually 5 per cent. I therefore recommend that 
the interest be reduced from 7 to 5 per cent. 


SUPPLIES FOR PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS. 

The first session of the State legislature passed a 
law requiring all supplies for the Penitentiary, except 
perishable goods, to be furnished by contract let to 
the lowest bidder. This was repealed at the second 
session, although the custom was followed some years 
after the repeal, but finally dropped. I recommend 
that a law be passed requiring supplies, except such 
as are perishable or required for immediate delivery, 
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for all departments of the State and all State institu- 
tions, to be furnished by contract let to the lowest 
bidder. 


CAPITOL BUILDING. 


Our capitol building was erected in 1885 Since 
that time some small additions have been made but 
not enough to keep pace with the demand that has 
been made upon it by the creation of new offices and 
new departments. Six of the departments are with- 
out permanent quarters at the Capitol. Some of them 
are housed in the Senate Chamber and House of Rep- 
resentatives, when the legislature is not in session, 
and in down town offices. You can readily see that 
this is a deplorable state of affairs for a great State like 
idaho. I am informed that there is not a fireproof 
vault, nor a fire or burglar proof safe, in the building. 
[n case of fire the valuable contents of the offices and 
vaults would be destroyed and the loss cannot be 
estimated. I recommend that a careful inspection and 
examination of the building be made without delay. 


PARTY PLEDGES. 


The Republican party stands pledged to the people 
of Idaho to pass a law at this session that will give 
the State and the counties every penny of interest 
earned by its money. We have accepted these obliga- 
tions and have been made the instruments to carry 
into effect the wishes of the people. It is my duty and 
pleasure to call your attention to this pledge. It is 
yours to act and see that such a bill is passed. 

Another pledge made to the people was that the 
two mile limit law should be left intact. This, as well 
aš other pledges, I am satisfied you will carry out to 
the letter. ` 
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Discussion during the campaign disclosed the fact 
that adultery was not a crime under the statutes of 
Idaho. Such a law should be passed. I would advise, 
also, the passage of a law making polygamy a crime. 
Let it be our proud boast that no State in the Union 
has better laws than Idaho for the protection of the 
home. 


CONCLUSION. 


I respectfully invite your attention to the report of 
the Honorable Justices of the Supreme Court which I 
have the honor to transmit herewith for your consid- 
eration. 

You will have placed before you the reports of all 
the different institutions and departments of our State 
government. In these you will find much valuable 
information to guide and direct you in dealing with its 
affairs. It will be my pleasure at all times to give you 
my undivided support in all that tends to the best 
interest of our State. 

FRANK R. GOODING, 


Governor of Idaho. 


The Statesman Shop, Boise, Idaho. 


